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Urban  District  of  Hebden  Royd 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Holme  House,  Hebden  Bridge, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebden  Royd 


Urban  District  Council. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Hebden  Royd  for  the  year  ending  1942. 
The  delay  in  getting  this  finished  sooner  is  entirely  due  to 
war  conditions. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  2773,  dated  10th  March,  1943,  the  report 
has  been  curtailed,  and  is  an  interim  report. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year:  — 


Total  M.  - 


Live  Births  | 


Legitimate  ...115  58  57 


Illegitimate...  5 2 3 j Population,  12.53. 


2 1 1 I RMe  Per  1000 

0 0 0 j Total  Births,  16, 


Total  M.  F. 

167  68  99 


Death-rate  per  1000 


Deaths 


Civilian 

Population,  17.44. 
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Birth  Bate  (Eng.  & Wales)— 15.8  per  1000  civilian  pop’tion 
Still  Birth  Bate  ,,  0.54  ,, 

Death  Bate  ,,  h.6  ,, 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Begistrar- General’s  Short  List. 

Rate  per  1000 

Deaths  Total  (live  & still.)  Births 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  - 0 0.0 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes...  0 0.0 

Total  0 0.0 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age : — 

Legitimate  Total  11  Males  7 Females  4 

Illegitimate Total  0 Males  0 Females  0 

Death  Bate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1000  live 
births  : — 


Legitimate  95,  Illegitimate  0,  All  Infants  91. 

Death  Bate  Infants  under  1 year  per  1000  live  births 
England  and  Wales  1 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  

, , Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  

,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  

,,  Heart  Disease  (all  ages)  

,,  Influenza  

,,  Suicide  

,,  Boad  Traffic  Accidents  •' 


49 

0 

0 

0 

0 

29 

31 

1 

4 

1 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OF.FICEBS  OF  LOCAL  AUTHQBITA 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  officer, 
who  also  acts  as  Public  Vaccinator  and  District  M.O.  under 
the  Poor  Law  Act  for  part  of  the  district. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a whole-time  officer ; and  other 
Public  Health  Officers,  such  as  Veterinary  Surgeons,  Public 
Analysts,  etc.,  come  under  the  control  of  the  West  Biding 
County  Council. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

This  is  principally  carried  out  by  three  District 
Nurses,  two  attached  to  the  Hebden  Bridge  District  Nursing- 
Institution  and  one  to  the  Mytholmroyd  and  District  Nurs- 
ing Institution.  These  Nurses  are  qualified  both  in  General 
and  Maternity  Nursing.  They  attend  confinements  at  a 
small  fixed  fee.  Their  work  is  highly  appreciated,  and  their 
services  are  always  much  in  demand. 

These  District  Nursing  Institutions  are  managed  very 
successfully  by  local  Committees  and  are  supported  princi- 
pally by  voluntary  contributions.  The  Institutions  receive 
a subsidy  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  towards  the  cost  of 
running  the  Maternity  service.  They  have  no  connection 
with  the  Local  Authority.  Midwives:  The  three  District 
Nurses  referred  to  are  the  only  practising  midwives  in  the 
area. 

There  was  no  change  in  these  arrangements  during 
the  year. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are 
carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Wakefield. 
Autogenous  vaccines  and  sera  are  supplied  free  of  charge 
to  local  medical  men  requiring  same. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  and  immunising  serum  are  sup- 
plied to  any  medical  practitioner  requiring  them  for  use  in 
their  practice.  Immunisations  against  diphtheria  are  car- 
ried out  at  local  School  centres  or  by  doctors  engaged  in 
private  practice,  free  of  charge.  The  cost  of  such  treatment 
is  met  by  the  County  Council  Public  Health  Authorities. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  an  Ambulance 
from  the  Fever  Hospital.  Non-infectious  and  Acci- 
dent cases  are  removed  by  an  Ambulance  jointly 
owned  by  Hebden  Royd  Urban  Council  and  Hepton 
Rural  Council.  Both  these  Ambulances  are  of  the 
modern  motor  type,  and  with  regard  to  the  Accident  Ambu- 
lance, patients  are  called  upon  to  pay  a nominal  amount 
on  each  occasion  when  the  same  is  used.  The  Ambulance 
services  in  this  area  are  quite  adequate.  Subscribers  to 
the  Halifax  Infirmary  are  entitled  to  free  use  of  the  Coun- 
cil’s Ambulance. 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  established 
at  both  Hebden  Bridge  and  Mytholmroyd.  An  Afternoon 
Clinic  is  held  at  both  centres  each  Wednesday  for  mothers 
and  babies,  under  the  supervision  of  a doctor  and  nurses. 
An  additional  Clinic  is  held  in  Hebden  Bridge  on  Thursdays 
at  2-0  p.m.  for  evacuees.  These  Clinics  are  well  attended, 
showing  a considerably  increased  attendance  in  recent 
years.  Morning  School  Clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  at 
Hebden  Bridge  Centre,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Health 
Nurse.  Ante-natal  Clinics  are  held  bi-monthly  at  Hebden 
Bridge,  under  the  supervision  of  a Lady  Doctor.  They  are 
held  on  the  second  and  last  Friday  of  each  month  at  1-30 
p.m.,  and  are  very  well  attended."  At  Mytholmroyd  the 
ante-natal  clinic  is"  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month 
at  2 p.m. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  held  weekly  at  both 
Todmorden  and  Sowerby  Bridge. 

The  nearest  treatment  centre  for  venereal  diseases  is 
at  the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary. 

The  Clinics  referred  to  are  under  the  control  of  the 
West  Riding  County  Council. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  County  Council 
whereby  pre-school  and  school  children  can  be  immunised 
free  of  charge  either  at  suitable  centres  or  at  the  schools  or 
by  their  own  medical  attendant. 

The  “ Wellcome  Diphtheria  Prophylactic  A.P.T.  is 
used  for  inoculation,  and  two  injections  are  given  at  monthly 
intervals.  The  results  so  far  as  I can  ascertain  have  been 

excellent. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  the  district  was  free  from  any  serious 
epidemics,  but  throughout  the  area  there  was  some  inci- 
dence of  minor  sicknesses.  There  were  22  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  notified  during  the  year ; 4 cases  occurred  in  the  first 
quarter,  1 case  in  the  second  quarter,  5 cases  in  the  third 
quarter,  and  12  cases  in  the  fourth  quarter.  There  was  no 
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case  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year.  There  were 
slight  epidemics  of  Chicken  Pox  and  Mumps  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year.  Due  to  these  epidemics  one  of 
the  schools  in  the  area,  whose  scholars  were  mainly  affected, 
was  closed  and  disinfected.  There  was  an  epidemic  of 
Measles  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  During  this  period 
-the  Infants  - Department  of  one  school  was  closed  for  three 
weeks,  and  another  school  was  closed  and  disinfected.  It 
is  practically  impossible  to  prevent  Measles  developing 
epidemically,  as  many  parents  will  not  realise  the  serious- 
ness of  the  disease  even  in  mild  cases,  and  the  necessity 
for  isolation  and  notification. 

In  my  opinion  the  number  of  cases  notified  does  not 
at  all  cover  the  number  of  cases  really  occurring. 

Scabies  was  still  prevalent  throughout  the  district. 
Treatment  of  these  cases  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  local 
hospitals. 

The  cases  treated  at  the  Halifax  General  Hospital  total 
21.  The  cost  of  each  treatment  is  paid  by  the  County 
Council. 

Venereal  Diseases. — Posters  re  same  have  been  freely 
distributed  and  posted  in  public  lavatories. 

During  the  year  the  Council  in  conjunction  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  West  Riding  Public  Health 
Department’s  campaign  against  Diphtheria,  have  urged  the 
importance  of  immunisation,  through  the  local  Press  and 
Cinema. 

The  Welfare  Visitors  and  Sanitary  Inspector  helped  in 
this  campaign,  visiting  the  schools  and  individual  parents 
who  had  not  had,  or  refused  to  have  their  children  immun- 
ised. Special  diphtheria  immunisation  clinics  were  held  at 
schools  during  the  year.  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics 
were  also  held  at  the  Welfare  Centres  in  Hebden  Bridge 
and  Mytholmroyd.  There  was  a very  good  response  to  the 
campaign.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1942  98  children  in  the 
under  5 group  and  155  children  in  the  over  5 group  had 
completed  a full  course  of  immunisation.  The  percentage 
of  the  child  population  of  the  district  who  were  fully  im- 
munised on  the  31st  December,  1942,  was  67  per  cent,  of 
the  under  5 group  and  74  per  cent,  of  the  over  5 group. 
The  campaign  still  goes  on  and  will,  until,  I hope,  to  be 
able  to  return  the  100  per  cent,  figure. 
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There  were  no  cases  of  Anthrax,  Psittacosis,  Epidemic 
Jaundice,  or  Undulant  Fever. 

♦ 

I do  not  know  of  any  use  of  the  Shick  and  Dick  Tests 
in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  having  been  made.  In 
iny  opinion  every  child  immunised  should  be  Shick  tested. 
No  local  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  use  of  Measles 
Serum  for  prophylaxis  or  attenuation. 


EVACUATION. 

In  connection  with  evacuation  and  in  co-operation  with 
the  adjoining  authorities  of  Hepton  Rural,  Sowerby  Bridge 
and  Ripponden,  the  following  institutions  have  been 
established : — 

Burnside,  Wadsworth — Sick  Bay,  Minor  Ailments 
(Hepton  Rural  District  Council). 

Heath  House,  Hebden  Bridge— Difficult  Children 
(Hebden  Royd  Urban  District  Council). 

Milner  Royd,  Sowerby  Bridge — Skin  Diseases,  Scabies 
and  Impetigo  (Sowerby  Bridge  TJ.D.  Council). 

Slater  Ing  Hostel — Persistent  Eneurisis,  boys  (Hepton 
Rural  District  Council) 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1942. 


Disease. 


Total  Cases 
cases  admitted  Total 
notified.  To  hospital.  Deaths. 


Smallpox  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ", 

Pneumonia  

Erysipelas  

Whooping  Cough  

Measles  


0 

22 

0 

0 

2 

2 

4 

1 

34 


0 

22 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 


. Age  Periods. 

Disease. 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

or  over 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

14 

1 

♦ 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia  .... 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  

1 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Smallpox  .... 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

17 

16 

1 

1 

— 10  — 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  176.— No  action  taken. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

No  cases. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1942. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths^ 

Ag{e  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Not 

Pulmc 

nary. 

Pul  mo 

nary. 

ISon- 

Pulmonary. 

M 

F 

M 

F | 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

. . 

• • * 

1 

. . . 

> • • 

. . . 

• * * 

* * * 

• • • 

5 

10  

• . - 

. . . 

15 

. . . 

1 

1 

' * * 

• * • 

20 

1 

25 

1 

• . . 

«,  . . 

35  

1 

1 

45  

1 

• • * 

l 

i . • 

55 

* • 

. . . 

• * # 

• * * 

65  and  upward® 

. . . 

• • * 

• • • 

* * * 

... 

Totals  . . . 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 0 | 

There  were  2 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  yeai 
1942,  and  both  of  these  cases  were  previously  notified  to  me. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OP 
TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  deemed  necessary  to  be  taken  under 
these  Regulations. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  172. 

No  action  found  necessary. 

This,  Mb . Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  concludes  mv 
report  on  the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  1942. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Joseph  Bowdall,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Hebden  Royd  Urban  District  Council. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1942. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebden  Eoyd 

Urban  District  Council. 

Sir  and  Members, — 

I beg  to  submit  my  6th  Annual  Eeport  as  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  the  Hebden  Eoyd  Urban  District,  m which 
you  will  find  a brief  review  of  the  work  of  this  Department, 
and  the  sanitary  conditions  m the  area  for  the  year  UJ  . 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  2604,  dated  24th  March,  1942,  the  repoit 
has  been  curtailed. 

I remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Feather,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

SANITAEY  C IE C U M STAN C E S IN  THE  AEEA. 

Water  Supplies. 

(a)  Council’s  Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  administered  by  the  Council  has 
during  the  year  been  satisfactory,  both  m quality  and 

quantity. 

(b)  Private  Water  Supplies. 

Samples  of  water  for  bacterial  examination  have  been 
taken  from  the  Birchcliffe  Private  Supply  which  supplies 
a large  number  of  houses  in  the  centre  of  Hebden  Bridge. 
The  results  were  very  satisfactory. 

Several  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  for  exam- 
ination for  lead  contents,  and  in  two  cases  a rather  high 
content  was  found  in  the  water  from  a private  supply,  where 
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the  water  was  drawn  from  the  main  through  a long  length 
of  lead  pipe. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  have  been  no  extensions  to  the  drainage  scheme 
or  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  during  1942. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  work  of  public  _ cleansing,  refuse  disposal,  and 
sah  age  collection  was  carried  out  during  the  year  at  a cost 
of  £3045. 


, . The  question  of  salvaging  has  been  well  to  the  front 

during  the  year,  and  the  following  goods  have  been  collected 
and  sold  during  the  year:  — 


Tons. 

Cwts 

. Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

154 

5 

O 

O 

17 

Paper  

. . 835 

19 

2 

12 

3 

2 

22 

Rags,  etc 

..  127 

15 

4 

27 

17 

2 

0 

Loose  Tins  . . . . 

..  25 

17 

6 

17 

8 

3 

0 

Scrap  Iron  

35 

11 

2 

0 

7 

0 

6 

Other  Metals  . 

17 

6 

9 

0 

14 

3 

12 

Bones  

3 

14 

8 

1 

4 

1 

0 

Rubber  

2 

18 

9 

65 

dozen 

Jars,  etc 

0 

15 

11 

£1049  19  3 

Housing. 

There  has  been  a very  small  amount  of  repair  work 
done  to  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts,  owing  to  the  war 
and  the  shortage  of  man  power.  All  the  available  housing 
accommodation  has  been  brought  into  use,  with  the  influx 
of  evacuees  into  the  area. 

No  new  houses  have  been  built  during  1942. 

FOOD. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

Sixty-five  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  for  sub- 
mission to  the  sediment  test,  and  they  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  one.  The  farmer’s  atten- 
tion wras  galled  to  the  matter,  and  further  samples  wrere 
taken  wdiich  proved  to  be  very  good. 
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Improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  several  Cow- 
sheds and  dairies  where  farmers  are  endeavouring  to  get 
their  premises  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  County 
Council  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations 
1936-42,  with  a view  to  applying  for  a licence  as 
“ Accredited  ” Producers. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Under  the  centralised  slaughter-house  scheme  the 
Government  had  established  a slaughter-house  at  Fairfield, 
Hebden  Bridge,  and  this  served  the  Borough  of  Todmor- 
den,  IPepton  Rural  District,  and  Hebden  Royd  Urban 

District. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  these  three  authorities  co- 
operated in  the  meat  inspection  at  this  slaughter-house  until 
April  1942  when  this  place  ceased  to  be  used  as  a slaughter- 
house,  and  the  whole  of  the  slaughtering  of  animals  for  the 
three  areas  is  now  carried  out  at  the  abattoir  at  Halifax. 

No.  of  carcases  inspected  up  to  the  time  of  removal  to 
Halifax — 3743. 

Total  weight  condemned,  approximately — 2830  lbs. 

Other  Foods. 

A large  amount  of  tinned  foods  tqrs  been  inspected  at 
storage  places  and  retail  shops  throughout  the  area.  A 
quantity  has  been  found  to  be  in  an  unfit  state . owing  to 
being  blown,  and  in  some  cases  damaged  in  transit. 

Scabies. 

During  the  year  arrangements  have  been  made  with 
the  Halifax  General  Hospital  for  out-patient  treatment  of 
cases  of  Scabies  from  this  area,  and  the  following  cases 
have  been  treated:  — 

No.  of  cases  treated. 

Children 

under 

Men  Women  16  years 

Year  ending  Dec.  31,  1942^  ...  Nil.  6 lo 

Several  of  the  patients  had  to  go  for  more  than  one 
treatment  before  they  could  be  declared  free. 

There  have  been  no  repeat  cases  amongst  these  patients 
up  to  the  present. 
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